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enigmas   of   which   our   ancestors   were   wholly
ignorant!

We may add that they never had the opportunity
to admire so many species of plants as we see in
our days. The smallest garden plot of the work-
ingman often contains more varieties, and more
beautiful specimens, than the ancient gardens of
the palace of Versailles. The modern man enjoys
the plants more easily, loves them more, and also
understands them better. The plants to our
comprehending eyes are animated with a new life.
We understand and admire their sensitiveness,
which is almost equal to that of the animals. In
watching the smallest plant we see it stirred by the
cares of life. The plasmodium of a mucilaginous
mushroom, placed upon a wet paper, draws into
itself at once if the dampness evaporates. Moisten
the paper, and the cryptogam will return. It will
even ascend several millimetres if a bit of board
covered with gelatine is placed there. But wet
a piece of paper with salted water and the mush-
room will avoid it, as an animal turns away from a
disagreeable or dangerous food. When we see
the mimosas defending themselves from the rapa-
city of herbivorous animals by folding back their
leaves and simulating a dry, dead bush; the pa-
pillae of the Drosera seize as food the living insect;